Fourth Grade Syllabus
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Colorado West Christian School • Ms Farrier
	Class
	Bible



	Curriculum
	Christian Schools International 



	Objectives
	• Students view the Bible as God’s written revelation and a rule for faith and life, and seek to read and apply it in daily life.

• Students develop understanding of the historical narrative framework of the bible as a whole, seeing its message of creation, fall, and redemption as the context in which its individual books and teachings are understood.

• Students recognize that the Bible is literature and learn to interpret parables as parables, historical accounts as historical accounts, poetry as poetry, etc.

• Students learn content (major themes, names, Biblical places, sequences of events) of selected books of the Bible chronicling the period of the Kings through Israel’s Exile and Return (roughly 1 Samuel through Nehemiah, with selected prophetic books).

• Individual students transfer content knowledge (listed above) to independent thinking about who they are and how they are to live as God’s people.



	Weekly schedule
	• Monday-Thursday: Daily lessons include memory verse review, presentation and discussion of a section of Biblical literature, review of previous episodes, names, and other content, and applied practice in writing, discussion, concept-developing worksheets or short projects.

• Friday: Memorization of assigned memory passages are typically due every other Friday.

• Friday: Students attend chapel in place of Bible class.



	Homework
	• Memory passages are typically several verses in length. Occasionally we will substitute other memory work, such as learning the books of the Bible in order. For these longer assignments, the teacher will provide suggested weekly goals. Short daily review (5 min.) is essential to achieve the goal of long-term memory. Students need direct parental guidance. Parents should follow the classroom practice of discussing the meaning of memory verses with students and using the progression of thoughts in a verse to guide memorizing. Other helpful techniques for memorizing include creating hand motions, melodies, or other cognitive memory aids, such as learning all the verbs in a passage first.

• Daily review of lesson content is suggested. Students keep bookmarks, worksheets, and notes in their binders. Five to ten minutes of daily review at home, in addition to daily review at school, will be necessary for some students. Students may also find it helpful to re-read and briefly discuss each day’s Bible passage with their parents.


	Grading
	Tests and Quizzes:70%

Memory verse quizzes: 30%




	Class
	Math



	Curriculum
	Saxon Math



	Objectives
	• Students apply reasoning skills to mathematics problem-solving, preparing to apply math problem-solving in daily life and in the professions.

• Students understand grade level math skills on a conceptual level, as well as a sequence of steps (e.g., students understand that division is organizing a large group into smaller groups in addition to knowing the steps for solving a long division problem).

• Students add efficiency (speed) to mastery of addition, subtraction, multiplication (up to 12X12) and division (up to 144/12) tables.

• Students recognize that as a building-block of science and technology, math involves precision, and students apply precision in skills such as writing legibly, showing place value, showing work, and recording units.

• Students recognize that rather than a set of rules, math is a language with a system of symbols and relationships.

• Student uses the language of math along multiple lines of reasoning. (E.g., students select one strategy for adding a sum based on the suitability of the strategy to the problem.)



	Weekly schedule
	• Test days will rotate because Saxon Math provides five successive lessons followed by a test. Each daily lesson includes facts practice, vocabulary practice, correcting the previous day’s errors, a group lesson, practice problems for the new skill, and review problems.

• Every other test day is followed by an Investigation Day, which provides in-depth investigation of a math concept.



	Homework
	• Students who do not complete the daily problem set within the one-hour lesson period will complete the work at home. It is due the following day.

• Parents who know that their student has not met objectives for third-grade skills (such as addition, subtraction, multiplication and division tables) should buy flashcards and begin the year with daily practice (10 min.) at home.



	Grading
	Tests: 50%

Math facts quizzes: 10%

Daily work: 40%




	Class
	Cursive



	Curriculum
	Bob Jones University Press



	Objectives
	• Students use correct and legible writing that honors God, the reader, and the writer.

• Students use handwriting skills to reinforce their composition, grammar, and comprehension skills in other disciplines.



	Weekly schedule
	• Class on Tuesday

• Homework and self-evaluation on Thursday

• Legible, well-organized work is expected in all subjects.



	Homework
	• Homework on Thursday (10 min.)



	Grading
	Weekly grade taken from homework or classroom work: 100%




	Class
	Reading



	Curriculum
	Foundations & Frameworks Instructional Reading Program



	Objectives
	• Students develop lifelong confidence and enjoyment in reading.

• Students independently comprehend an author’s intended message.

• Students think critically about the textual messages they read, and apply Biblical knowledge and personal values as they make use of the text for learning and as they relate it to other written works.

• Students master the reading comprehension skills of: identifying sequences of events and relating them to historical events; identifying main ideas and supporting details; summarizing; identifying cause and effect; evaluating fictional characters; asking questions about text; analyzing fictional plot structure; identifying an author’s purpose; using illustrations and charts along with main text; evaluating a story’s setting; drawing conclusions; making comparisons and contrasts; identifying and using context clues; identifying themes; discerning between fact and opinion; problem solving.



	Weekly schedule
	• Monday-Friday: Each student will read independently and use writing to extend his or her developing comprehension skills for 40 minutes. Each student will meet for 20 minutes in a small group with the teacher to practice reading comprehension and thinking skills and to receive feedback.

• Twelve three-week units will be taught. Each student will read 12 novels or works of nonfiction. Each unit will be concluded with summarizing activities and performance, skill, and vocabulary tests.

• Students will read one novel per quarter (four per year) outside class, and will present a book report on each novel.



	Homework
	• Independent reading (one novel per quarter) should be done daily with parent supervision. Suggested reading time: 20 min. per day. At this pace, it will take significantly less than one quarter to finish a novel and a book report.

• Homework for reading class is only necessary in the event that the student does not finish his or her assigned reading and written response in the allotted 40-minute work period. Unfinished reading assignments are due the following morning. Parents will receive a letter at the beginning of each unit explaining the reading comprehension skill featured in the unit, a rubric, and guidelines for helping students.



	Grading
	Daily skill development in written responses: 15%

Skill tests: 15%

Performance tests: 40%

Vocabulary tests: 15%

Independent reading and book reports: 15%




	Class
	Language Arts (Grammar and Writing)



	Curriculum
	Bob Jones University Press

6+1 Traits of Writing



	Objectives
	• Students value words, language, and the written and spoken word as a God-given means of communicating truth.

• Students communicate accurately, responsibly, and independently in writing by developing ideas, selecting methods of organization, choosing accurate wording, writing fluent sentences, developing a personal writing voice, and using grammar and style conventions.

• Students assess and revise their own writing, using the steps of pre-writing, drafting, revising/editing, and publishing.

• Students develop and effectively use listening and speaking skills.

• Students develop and effectively use reference study skills.



	Weekly schedule
	Monday-Friday: Daily language and writing class. There are sixteen two-week units, which will alternate between writing and grammar units.



	Homework
	• Ordinarily homework will not be assigned.

• Students who do not complete the daily assignments will need to complete the work at home. It is due the following day.



	Grading
	Writing projects: 35%

Chapter tests: 35%

Daily work in English workbook: 15%

Use of previously mastered (K-4) language and writing conventions in daily work: 15%


	Class
	Spelling



	Curriculum
	Bob Jones University Press



	Objectives
	• Students use words on the weekly high-frequency word lists accurately (spelling and meaning) in daily writing as well as on spelling tests.

• Students believe that spelling is an important communication tool and consciously aim for correct spelling in daily written work.

• Students know and apply good cognitive study habits, such as learning spellings by identifying spelling generalizations and word families, rather than by memorizing individual words without recognizing spelling patterns or writing a word several times without working on cognitive understanding of spelling.

• Students use the dictionary to find word meanings, spelling, parts of speech, word origin, syllabification, and word forms.



	Weekly schedule
	Monday: pretest, cognitive study of word list, selection of individual spelling words

Tuesday: reinforcement activities, guided study

Wednesday: practice test

Thursday: dictionary skills, study the meaning and use of a Biblical term

Friday: test



	Homework
	• Monday-Thursday: Students and parents are responsible for planning time for daily spelling review. Not all students will need to review every day; some will need to review up to 20 min. per day. Emphasize putting in more time on Monday and Tuesday, so that Wednesday and Thursday can be review days. Emphasize breaking the word into parts (such as prefixes like in- or en-, or suffixes like –tion or -sion), using phonics skills, and recognizing familiar spelling patterns. Avoid repeated writing of words without working on cognitive understanding. Students are still learning study skills and how English spelling works, so they need direct parental guidance.

• Weekly spelling lists (minus the two weekly individual words) are posted on the school website. 



	Grading
	Weekly spelling test: 80%

Use of previously mastered (K-4) spelling words in daily work: 20%




	Class
	Science



	Curriculum
	Christian Schools International



	Objectives
	• Students understand the nature of science as scientific method applied to the investigation of the physical world.

• Students use the principles of scientific inquiry by observing nature, formulating questions, conducting experiments, and drawing and communicating conclusions.

• Students apply reading and study strategies provided by the teacher to gain meaning from text, comprehend and organize that meaning, and store that meaning in long-term memory.



	Weekly schedule
	• We will complete six units that are five to six weeks in length, with hour-long science classes two or three times per week. See the weekly class schedule for approximate science class times.

• Science will be taught through use of organizing scientific principles, lab experiences, and extensive work on reading, organizing, and reviewing content. Students will keep Daily Science Logs for each science class, in which they will record principle statements, vocabulary, reading and discussion content, and summaries of their learning.



	Homework
	• Most science classes will be followed by a brief homework assignment designed to help the student review and solidify the content of the lesson by re-reading text and responding in writing. Homework assignments are due the following morning.

• I strongly recommend that students bring their science binders (see above and below) home for review each day they have science class. Five minutes of daily review is much more effective than last-minute study both for converting each day’s learning into long-term memory and for strong test performance.



	Grading
	Tests and quizzes: 75%

Use of cooperation skills during lab experiences: 10%

Homework: 15%

Students will also take formative quizzes (for practice of new concepts and feedback), which will not receive a recorded grade. These will be kept in binders and are useful for study.




	Class
	History



	Curriculum
	A Beka Book



	Objectives
	• Students understand cause and effect relationships and sequences of historical events in 15th-19th century American history and of historical events in Europe that resulted in the development of American history.

• Students make generalizations that demonstrate an ability to summarize their knowledge of history, give examples, and relate their knowledge to contemporary situations.

• Students apply reading and study strategies provided by the teacher to gain meaning from text, comprehend and organize that meaning, and store that meaning in long-term memory.



	Weekly schedule
	• We will complete 15 units that are 2-3 weeks in length, with hour-long history classes two times per week. See the weekly class schedule for approximate science class times.

• History will be taught through use of organizing concepts, geography mastery, and extensive work on reading, organizing, and reviewing content. Students will keep Daily Science Logs for each history class, in which they will record key concepts, vocabulary, reading and discussion content, and summaries of their learning.



	Homework
	• Most history classes will be followed by a brief homework assignment designed to help the student review and solidify the content of the lesson by re-reading text and responding in writing. Homework assignments are due the following morning.

• I strongly recommend that students bring their history binders (see above and below) home for review each day they have history class. Five minutes of daily review is much more effective than last-minute study both for converting each day’s learning into long-term memory and for strong test performance.



	Grading
	Tests and quizzes: 80%

Homework: 20%

Students will also take formative quizzes (for practice of new concepts and feedback), which will not receive a recorded grade. These will be kept in binders and are useful for study.




