PAC meeting minutes

CWCS cafeteria

Sept. 4th, 2009

14 people attended

Melissa Lucero welcomed everyone and opened the meeting in prayer. Everyone who attended the meeting introduced themselves and what kids they have in the school. Erin Berge gave a devotional from Lev. 26:10 talking about giving of ourselves to those around us. With God everyday is new and new opportunities arrive and we should embrace them and bless others and be blessed. 

 Mr. Fell was unable to attend today’s meeting.  Erin Berge reported for him on the volunteer needs of the school. Some of those areas are lunch time playground supervisors and morning recess playground supervisors; helpers in our afternoon art classes; several teachers are seeking room mothers to help with parties and extra-curricular activities; and our physical education classes are in need of helpers on certain days for the younger students (physical education for 4-year-olds has been accurately described as "herding cats"). These are great opportunities to earn Deeds or Dollars credit. The After School Care Program is going very well thanks to Dana Baumgardner who is taking care of this, although the Before School Care Program isn’t being taken advantage of at this time. We are asking that if there are any needs for this session that you call the office and set up your date/s for any morning that you may need, this will allow the office to have Dana here on those days. Mr. Fell also wanted to give a THANKS to the PAC for such a successful back to school night and the teacher back to school breakfast on the first morning of school.

Lana Culver gave a brief overview of what teacher appreciation is all about and how teacher appreciation week took place last May. The areas that this committee takes care of are teacher’s birthdays, teacher lunches around conference times, and the wishing tree. Last year Julie Potts was the coordinator of this committee and Erin asked if anyone else would like to take over as chair/leader.  Darcy Peterson said she could co-chair it with Julie and all members accepted.  We had additional volunteers say they will help with these projects: Holly Smith and Julie Miller – thanks, ladies.

Holly Smith gave the update for the hot lunch program. RE1J school district will be cooking and delivering all the Tues. hot lunches for CWCS. She wanted to make it clear that if your child would like to get a hot lunch this year you must sign up for them on the paper that will come home each month, you sign up for which meals that you want that month then, if you didn’t sign up for them all then you will not be able to receive a lunch. So be sure to get your child signed up for these Tues. hot lunches. As a praise, Holly is having a lot of volunteers to help serve those lunches to our children.

Holly Smith is also heading up the Prayer Team again this school year. Melissa suggested changing the prayer team meeting to Wed at Chapel time and Holly wants to see if this will get more people involved.  A lot of parents are at school for chapel anyways and it was thought this would be a great time to have a structured prayer time with the parents of CWCS. There will be a handout available at chapel with prayer requests and needs that parents could at that time take one and pray about before and after chapel. Just as a reminder in addition, we have a prayer chain and anyone can send any prayer requests via e-mail direct to Holly, through the PAC website link, or through Joanne at the front office.

Kelly Yergenson gave the PAC financial report. At this point and time the PAC has $2192.56 in our account as of Sept. 4, 2009. The PAC uses the funds for events, parties, etc. that happen here at CWCS throughout the year. The PAC is still selling the CWCS, GO Knights vehicle clings in the front office for $5 each or 2 for $10, stop buy and get yours.

Erin Berge reported that the art program last year went very well and each class had art one time a month for the whole school year, with a different theme and instructor for each month. We ended the year by having an Art Gala for a week long display in the cafeteria for the kids to enjoy during lunch and open to parents for an hour or so after school. This was a great way to end the year, and we received lots of positive feedback from teachers and families. Erin was very pleased to announce that this year we have Lenni Jo Copeland, who has a degree in art, to be our CWCS art teacher. The children will have art every other week, but Lenni Jo is in need of a few volunteers with class times and also hanging art in various areas around the school. If you are interested in helping,  please contact Lenni Jo personally.

As many of you probably remember, last year the PAC did an Applebees Fundraiser along with themed-baskets, that each class had donated items for, that were auctioned off. This event was such a success that Melissa Lucero suggested that we do this again this year. The PAC voted to go ahead and do it this year with the tentative dates for Nov. 14th as first pick and Nov.7th as 2nd pick. Melissa will contact Applebees and see which we can do. The PAC also voted on including the basket silent auction portion, the census was YES. Darcy Peterson is going to send a letter to each teacher informing them as to what we are doing and to ask each class to choose a theme by Sept 18. We will meet on Wed Sept 23 at 3:30 to create lists of suggested items for the baskets based on the chosen theme.  It was discussed that this should help parents when shopping for items  - just a way to make things run more smoothly.  After Darcy receives the themes from teachers, letters will then go out to let families know what items will be needed for the baskets. It was also discussed to ask Lenni Jo to give us a lesson on shrink wrapping the baskets so we could get a group together and do these as a group instead of Lenni Jo having to do them all herself.  Susan Bernstein graciously said she would donate $100 towards purchasing any needed supplies (as she did last year) for things like shrink wrap, ribbons, filler, etc. We thank you, Susan!

Melissa Lucero and Erin Berge have been asked if the PAC would consider holding evening PAC meetings so that more parents could get involved since many are working and unable to attend in the mornings.  Their suggestion to us was to try alternating meetings every other month with an evening meeting. The PAC was in agreement to trying that.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday Oct. 6th, 2009 at 7pm in the CWCS lunchroom.

Adjourned in due form.

Brandy Auker, CWCS PAC Secretary

